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Fenton Community High School District 100, Bensenville School District 2 
 and Wood Dale School District 7 

Board of Education  
Special Joint Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday, November 7, 2018 

 
Board of Education Present Absent 

Fenton, District 100   

Paul Wedemann – President X   

Mary Ann Payton-Howell – Vice President X  

Patricia Jalowiec – Secretary X  

Leonel Figueroa X (arrived late)  

Juliet Rago  X 

Jacci Ramirez X    

Laura Wassinger X  

   

Bensenville, District  2   

Robert Laudadio - President X  

Matthew Vassar – Vice President  X 

Jorge Sanchez - Treasurer X  

Katie Krajecki - Secretary  X 

Christian Constante X  

Alex Stitgen X  

Susan Vitellaro X  

   

Wood Dale, District 7   

Joe Petrella, President X (arrived late)  

Todd Cox, Vice President  X 

Araceli Botello, Secretary X  

Merilyn Daniels X  

Mary Gomez  X 

Carl Lange  X 

David Woods  X 

 
 Staff Present 

    
 Fenton 

James Ongtengco 
Dr. Samuel Bentsen 
Bruce Martin 
Michelle Papanicolaou 
Mary Timmins 
Kathy Schroeder 
Jim Batson       

Bensenville, District 2 
Dr. James Stelter 
Dr. Kathleen Dugan 
Paul Novack 
Cindy Snyder 
Tim Waldorf 
 

Wood Dale, District 7 
John Corbett 
Merri Beth Kudrna 
Steve Wilt 
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Paul Wedemann called the Special Joint Meeting consisting of Fenton Community High 
School District 100, Bensenville School District 2 and Wood Dale School District 7 Board of 
Education to order at 6:36 pm. Roll call of the Boards took place. 
 
Those at the table and in the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
No public comments. 
 
 
Superintendent James Ongtengco welcomed everyone and thanked them for participating in 
what he hopes to be the first of many joint board meetings.  He then asked each table to 
introduce themselves and share some background information with the group. 
 
Superintendent John Corbett reviewed the topics/areas in which the three districts are 
currently collaborating to support the students and employees throughout the year (Curriculum 
Articulation, Food for Families & Community Outreach, Education Benefits Cooperative, 
Collective Liability Insurance Cooperative, Technology Articulation, School Calendars, 
Students Supports, NDSEC, and Superintendent Meetings).   
 
He then introduced the Curriculum & Instruction leaders (Michelle Papanicolaou, Fenton; Dr. 
Kathleen Dugan, Bensenville 2; Merri Beth Kudrna, Wood Dale 7) to update everyone on the 
progress that has taken place and will continue to take place in aligning the districts.  They 
have been meeting monthly since the summer and have been concentrating on the criteria and 
courses leading into Fenton in the areas of Math, SEL (Social Emotional Learning), and Social 
Science, and Special Education. 
 
 Dr. Stelter shared how the program first began three years ago because of a great need for 
the students and their families.  All three school districts are involved this year with the support 
of the Northern Illinois Food Bank serving the residents one day per month at Tioga School, 
Wood Dale Junior High and Fenton High School. 
 
Dr. Stelter also discussed the recent awarding of the 21

st
 Century Grant for both Bensenville 

District 2 and Fenton High School.  This grant will provide $150,000.00 to each school within 
the district for the next 5 years. 
 
Each district is  able to control costs of health and dental insurance by being a part of this 
cooperative along with approximately 100 school districts in the Cook and DuPage County 
area. 
 
 
The same opportunity exists for the districts with the Collective Liability Insurance Cooperative 
in the Cook and DuPage County area. 
 
Superintendent Ongtengco expressed his excitement with the one-to-one initiative that started 
three years ago with every student receiving a chromebook to use during the school year that 
allows them to complete homework assignments and follow the curriculum through online 
textbooks. 
 
The Superintendents meet annually to discuss the coordination of the school calendars so that 
all families could have a similar timeline to plan throughout the school year. 
 
Each district has a support team that is called to action in an emergency and these support 
teams are shared with each other in time of need. 
 
Superintendent Corbett explained that Bensenville, Wood Dale and Fenton all belong to 
NDSEC (Northern DuPage Special Education Cooperative).  Being part of this cooperative 
gives the districts an opportunity to work by out placing students in a location that will promote 
social and academic growth along with assisting a smoother transition into high school. 
The three superintendents meet on a regular basis to go over items such as:  upcoming school 
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events, testing, inclement weather decisions, etc. 
 
 
Dr. Stelter recently attended a conference where the topic was “Portrait of a Graduate” and 
what that would entail.  After much discussion, it was decided that there is no one answer to 
achieve the perfect description.  A variety of examples were provided from school districts that 
have already created their version of a graduate portrait to meet their needs.  Dr. Stelter 
introduced the four phases to begin the design process along with a few important questions to 
think about as you create the new vision of your graduate. 
 
The three Boards along with the respective superintendents agreed to pursue creating the 
“Portrait of a Graduate” initiative.  Superintendent Corbett suggested hiring a facilitator to 
assist the design process and solidify the true portrait.  It was suggested to integrate this 
process into our Strategic Plan process as well.  The Superintendents agreed to meet and 
have a timeline to the Boards by the December meetings. 
 
 
 
President Wedemann officially adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm. 
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